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Official newsletter of the Bonner County Sportsmen’s Association and Foundation    Feb. 2026 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
    On December 13 the Sportsmen’s Association held it’s Christmas Party at the Leo Hadley 
Range. Social Time started at 5:30pm and Dinner at 6:00pm. The Association provided  

always welcome. There 
was no need to bring  
presents as gifts were  
provided by the club with 
fun games when dinner  
completed. All the guests 
participated in selecting a 
wrapped gift from the  
table according to their 
ticket number that was 
drawn from a bin.  
Something for everyone! 
 

turkey, ham, rolls and soda. To complete the potluck, 
the members all brought a favorite dish to share. Main 
dishes, vegetables, salad and desserts were  
suggested. The food and variety as always was good. 
Members’ families and new members are of course  

B.C.S.F. GUN SHOW 
   The Gun Show will be held March 6-8 at the Fair Grounds in 
Sandpoint. Be sure to sign up to help as we always need it and 
the Gun Show is our biggest money raiser. The email inviting 
members to sign up for job slots and including the signup sheet 
will be sent to all members Friday, Feb. 13. 

 

Gregory Miller is the  
Gun Show Volunteer Coordinator 

Kathy Konek and her husband Don Jordan; 
Kathy is the BCS Foundation Treasurer and 
past President of the BCSA. Don is the 
Treasurer of the Kootenai Valley Sportsman 
Association  



    Idaho Fish and Game, with help from other organizations presented “Bear Aware” in  
September. It was held at the Bonner County Fairgrounds. This was the first time it was held in 
Sandpoint, as it has previously been held in Bonners Ferry. The idea is to educate about bears 
in general and teach how to be safe in bear country and appreciate these large animals. 
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Eddia Whitcome with U.S. Fish and Wildlife came up from Coeur d’Alene to tend their  
exhibit and talk to people about how to be safe in the woods in bear country. Local Game 
Warden Will Fuller manned the grill cooking up hamburgers and hotdogs for the many 
adults and children that arrived. All the food was free and there was lots of it. 

BEAR AWARE 

B.C.S. Foundation President Tom Johnson 
teaches how to use bear spray. (The biggest 
challenge is finding a bear that doesn’t 
mind being sprayed.) 

Exhibits of many kinds were at Bear Aware including 
inside the BCSF Wildlife Center  



        The 1.5” targets have scoring circles from  
3-10 and the targets are scored by a computer 
that scans the paper targets. This is done for  
accuracy and to ease the work of the  
supervisors. The Sandpoint club shoots in  
competitions against other clubs in Bonners 
Ferry, Coeur d’Alene, and Spokane. 
    Ron Shadel has been the club leader for 
years and has several volunteers to assist  with 
the students each Monday from 6-8 PM at the 
Leo Hadley Range during the fall and winter  
season. The class is limited to 10 students with 
a club fee of $30 for the season.  
                 Sign-up is around October 1st Page 3 

SANDPOINT JUNIOR RIFLE CLUB 

    One of the sports kids can 
participate in from November 
to April with the BCSA is the 
Junior Rifle Club. Open to 
youth ages 11 - 20, the club  
supplies the special guns and 
all else that is needed except 
ammo. The ammo can be 
regular .22 rounds or  
specialized CCI .22 rounds.  

The club operates with the Inland 
Empire Rifle and Pistol Associa-
tion and uses the Orion Scoring 
System and Targets as a standard.  
Students shoot in the Prone, Off-
hand and Kneeling positions at 50 
feet. They shoot two targets with 
60 shots.  

Orion Scoring System 
and Targets 



Anyone who observes or has 
information about a wildlife crime is 

encouraged to call the Citizens Against 
Poaching hotline at 1-800-632-5999, or 

report online. Cash rewards are  
available for credible tips that lead to 

charges in a wildlife crime.  
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Man Convicted of Killing Bull Moose in 
Kootenai County 

Article used with permission from IDAHO FISH AND GAME website 

 Published July 21, 2025 

A Kellogg man has been convicted of a felony for the 
unlawful killing, possession and  wasting of a bull 
moose near Wolf Lodge Saddle in Kootenai County. A 
tip submitted through the Citizens Against Poaching 
hotline helped lead to the felony conviction in this  
serious wildlife crime in North Idaho.  
 
On Nov. 6, 2024, Raymond A. Black illegally shot and 
killed a trophy-class bull moose with a high-powered 
rifle while it stood in the middle of a U.S. Forest Service 
road. Black did not have a moose tag. Moose are a once
-in-a-lifetime species in Idaho, meaning hunters who 
are successful in drawing a tag and harvesting a moose 

After killing the moose, Black attempted to load the carcass 
into his vehicle but became stuck in the snow. He hiked out 
to get help, where he was picked up by two hunters. The 
hunters found his story suspicious and noted inconsistencies 
in what he told them. Importantly, they also recorded Black’s 
license plate and quickly submitted the information through 
the CAP hotline. When Black returned to his vehicle and got 
it unstuck, he fled—leaving the entire moose to waste.  
 
On July 8, 2025, Black was sentenced in Kootenai County 
District Court to:  

¶ $1,500.00 in fines 
¶ $250.00 in meat processing 

¶ $10,000.00 in restitution 
¶ $245.50 in court costs  

¶ Six months incarceration in county jail  
¶ Three years of supervised probation as a condition of a 

suspended prison sentence  
¶ Lifetime revocation of hunting and trapping privileges in Idaho  
 

Through the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact, the lifetime 
revocation will apply in all participating member states, 
meaning Black will lose hunting and trapping privileges in all 
US states, except Hawaii.  



BLAST FROM THE PAST  
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   As the photo from the BCS Scrap Book states, these are the winners from the 1983  
Big Horn Show. Maybe you remember some of them or maybe they’re still in the club. 

The Bonner Sportsmen is an official publication of the Bonner County Sportsmen. 
The publisher is Randall Klein who can be emailed at   

bonnercountysportsmen@gmail.com     BCS website is bonnercountysportsmen.org  
and mailing address is  PO Box 1011 Sandpoint ID 83864  


